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Strengthening the Local Response to the Opioid Epidemic: 
State Response Update 

Sara Goldsby MSW, MPH
Director South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services

Co-Chair Opioid Emergency Response Team
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In December 2017, Governor Henry McMaster declared the state’s opioid crisis to be a public health emergency and established the state’s Opioid Emergency Response Team, led by the S.C. Law Enforcement Division and the Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services. Through this team, representatives of state and federal law enforcement agencies, state health and regulatory agencies, healthcare providers, and other stakeholders 
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748

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mortality Data – 748�August 12th



Source: FOX Carolina (Meredith Corporation)  Feb. 
24, 2016

“Teen’s death highlights rise in pain pill overdose”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is 17-year-old Stanley Shaw.  Tragically, he is one of those numbers in Anderson County.   �Stanley was found dead in his bedroom February 21st 2016, after taking too many prescription opiates.  Stanley, had struggled with depression, and anxiety ultimately began struggling with opiate use in this, his last year of high school.   � �His parents were courageous enough to speak out about Stanley’s issues immediately after his death in hopes that their community could begin to address the issue and prevent tragedy from hitting other families.  � �Speaking out is rare – especially as you can imagine in small communities where stigma and feelings of shame can hold families back from sharing the truth about their struggles with addiction. � �If we have more families sharing stories like the Shaw’s our communities will me grow more comfortable responding to these issues before it’s too late.



“It’s a sickness”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mr. Charles Cureton – article in the Greenville News last week
Charles Cureton describes himself as a lifelong heroin addict.
The 69-year-old has overdosed on the drug several times throughout the years. Each time, including last month, he survived.
"It just ain’t my time," the Greenville resident said.
“It’s a sickness," he said. "It’s a physical sickness. Your stomach starts cramping, like when you get sick. You start throwing up. You’ve got an urge, you know what I’m saying? If you don’t get it, you hurt real bad.”






Legislative mandate: 
On May 19, 2017, the H.3824 was signed 

into law requiring practitioners to check 
the South Carolina PMP before issuing a CII 
prescription (with some notable 
exceptions). Expanded CE requirements on 
prescribing and monitoring controlled 
substances to other prescribers.



Monthly Number of Opioid Prescriptions Dispensed
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February 2019
County                 Pounds
Spartanburg 51
Union 26
Oconee 221
Anderson 45
Greenville 1,068
Marion 121
McCormick 25
Lexington 470
Colleton 60
Kershaw 9
Fairfield 197
Charleston 217
Dorchester         17
Chesterfield 72
Cherokee 22
Beaufort 658
TOTAL:                      3,665

Coordinated Law Enforcement
Prescription Drug Take Back

April 2019  
8,160 Pounds

Total  2019 Collection 
11,825 Pounds



Public Education Campaign

http://justplainkillers.com/overdose-prevention/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Signs and symptoms, how to respond
Opioid overdose prevention tool kit
Community distributors of naloxone



Law Enforcement Administrations 
of Naloxone

Source: DHEC BEMS

• 197 Agencies in All Counties

• 8,862  Officers Trained

• 905 Total administrations 

• 254 YTD 2019



EMS Administrations of 
Naloxone
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South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse ServicesSouth Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services
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South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse ServicesSouth Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services

•3 Sub-grants to support developing Recovery Community Organizations
• Served 3,406 individuals since September

•3 additional sub-grants available for application

•Oxford House Recovery Housing expanding to gap counties

•43 inmates at SCDC Certified as Peer Support Specialists

•National Association of Recovery Residences & South Carolina 
Alliance for Recovery Communities Developing Certification 

8/12/2019 15

More than 300,000 South Carolinians in 
Recovery!

Presenter
Presentation Notes






• Look at the Data

• Connect with County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Authorities

• Know the Resources and Evidence-Based Practices

• Coordinate Across Sectors

• Celebrate Recovery!  September is Recovery Month

Counties Moving Forward

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Data – next two slides�County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Authorities – Have been  -  will be  - county authority – support – �Last week Notice of award $25 for each county to engage in evidence-based prevention strategies
Know the resources and EBPs
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http://justplainkillers.com/data/


http://justplainkillers.com/data/


daodas.sc.gov



scopioidsummit.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SC Governor’s Opioid Summit September 5th and 6th. 
800 attendees from across the state and all professions to learn and to celebrate, and to move to action. 



Thank you!
Sara Goldsby 

sgoldsby@daodas.sc.gov

803-896-5555

www.daodas.sc.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes



We won’t be in a crisis with opioids forever.  
Hearing from other states that cocaine use is on the rise.   - in some places more than opiate use.  We know that in certain parts of our state methamphetamine use disorder is more prevalent than OUD

This New study published in JAMA Psychiatry this month found the rate of alcohol use disorder rose 49% in the first decade of the 2000s 

We know there is much more than opiates to address but as So as we do this work on opioids we need to remember to be Building practices and systems that address all addictions.



Some Resources
• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/prescribing/guideline.html

• SC State Boards of Dentistry, Medical Examiners, Nursing, and Pharmacy Revised Joint Pain 
Mgmt. Guidelines 
http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/Medical/pdf/FINAL%20Joint%20Revised%20Pain%20Management%
20Guidelines%20August%202017.pdf

• American Society of Addiction Medicine https://www.asam.org/

• Providers’ Clinical Support System for Opioid Therapies https://pcss-o.org/

• Providers’ Clinical Support System for Medication Assisted Treatment https://pcssmat.org/

• Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) www.samhsa.gov

• National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) www.nida.nih.gov

• SC Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services (DAODAS) www.daodas.state.sc.us

• South Carolina Opioid Awareness www.justplainkillers.com

• South Carolina Specific Naloxone Information www.naloxonesavessc.org

• Faces and Voices of Recovery www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/prescribing/guideline.html
http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/Medical/pdf/FINAL%20Joint%20Revised%20Pain%20Management%20Guidelines%20August%202017.pdf
https://www.asam.org/
https://pcss-o.org/
https://pcssmat.org/
http://www.samhsa.gov/
http://www.nida.nih.gov/
http://www.daodas.state.sc.us/
http://www.justplainkillers.com/
http://www.naloxonesavessc.org/
http://www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/
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