PLAN GOALS AND PROCESS

Plan Goals

Establish a shared vision and priorities to
make decisions

Provide a data driven framework through GIS
analyses, inventories, and maps

Support budgeting and funding opportunities

Provide a metric to track progress and measure
success

Strengthen collaboration and partnerships in
the County
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PLAN GOALS AND PROCESS

Plan Process

July 2025

Create FCCC to Inventory of
inform and existing open
guide plan space data

development

May 2026

Create a
prioritization
matrix

Gather
community
feedback

Identify areas
with highest
priority to
meet land
protection goal

Funding Combine into
review and Land
recommendations Protection
Vision Plan
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PLAN RESULTS

Investing in Conservation
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What word or phrase comes to mind when you think of open space
conservation in Florence County?
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PLAN RESULTS

Investing in Conservation
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LAND CONSERVATION VISION PLAN
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APRIL 2026 SCALE: NOTED
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“The numbers are constantly
changing but as of March 2026 the
conserved acres within the County
amounted to approximately 26,906
acres or about 5% of the County’s
area, of this about 4,559 acres are
privately owned and 22,347 acres
are publicly accessible. This has
increased from only 1.3%
protected just 4 years ago.”
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PLAN RESULTS

Investing In Conservation — Land Cover

Land Cover Type 2014 (acres) 2024 (acres)
g

Already Conserved Land

Water 3,617 3,620 Water 505
Dev Open Space 32,366 35,521 3,155 “ . Dev Open Space 140
The largest change in land
Dev Low Intensity 24,850 26,254 1,404 Dev Low Intensity 172
_ cover type was loss of 12,600 .
Dev Med Intensity 7,506 8,334 828 Dev Med Intensity 25
. . acres or 10% of cropland. _ -
Dev High Intensity 2,900 3,151 251 . Dev High Intensity 3
e - . » Development impacted an e .
Deciduous Foret s s . additional 5,600 acres, this was o Foroa e
Evergreen Forest 80,357 80,064 -293 I an d t h at was p revious Iy Evergreen Forest 3679
Mixed Forest 866 709 -157 Cro p I an d * Th e reSt Of t h e Mixed Forest 50
Seru 060 15,084 5302 cropland shifted into scrub and Serut o
Herbaceous 7,791 9,786 1,995 herbaceous Ia nd Cover types' Herbaceous 809
basture 518 - 450 Mature forests decreased by bacture 1
Crops 141,120 128,563 12,557 460 acres and wetlands lost 715 Crops 977
Woody Wetlands 194,494 185,705 -8,789 acres.” Woody Wetlands 13.048
Emergent Wetlands 1,603 9,677 8,074 Emergent Wetlands 6,610
Total 507,926 507,926 0 Total 26,906
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PLAN RESULTS

Investing In Conservation

The state of South Carolina has While in Florence County, an
invested approximately $4.99 billion approximate 36:1 return on

in land protection to date. _ _
investment is seen due to

the high value of wetland
$91 o6 habitats.

billion

IN PUBLIC VALUE

Values from “Return on Conservation:

investment. For every dollar invested, The Economlc,Yalue of SC’s Natural
South Carolina receives eighteen Infrastructure” by SCOR, OSl, and

dollars in measurable value. EcoMetrics.

an approximate 18:1 return on
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PLAN RESULTS

Investing in Conservation

In progress...estimate to reach 30% land conserved goal by 2050

* Assumptions for Conservation Easements vs Fee Simple Acquisition
* Assumption for S/acre
* Assumption for increase in S/acre over 25 years

e Comparing with an accelerated conservation scenario where a large portion
of conservation takes place in next 10 years
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PLAN RESULTS

Land Conservation Models

What do you think should be the most important factors to consider when

making decisions on land conservation? (top 3)
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Land for wildlife habitat
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- Land for outdoor recreation like
hiking, camping, biking, and birding
Land that secures or promotes
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clean water

Land that is connected to historical
landmarks/cultural resources

Land that holds floodwaters

Land that protects scenic views

Land that is nearby that is
already conserved land

Land for hunting and fishing

Land for farming and
timber/logging

Land that is nearby
existing communities

Cost of land

Other

Some benefits of conserving land are included below. Which benefits
are the most important to you? (top 3)
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|| Protecting wildlife habitat ] Reduced flooding
[ Clean water I Reducing traffic
] Protecting scenic areas — Protecting forests used
and rural character for timber/logging
[ | Protecting working farms
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PLAN RESULTS

Land Conservation Models

Excerpts from Land Conservation Vision Plan:

LAND CONSERVATION EFFORTS

While there were only three focus areas identified for the spatial analysis, it is
important (o nole [hal land conservation efforts aimed at habitat protection,
recreation, and water quality will also produce additional benefits not
explicitly identified, such as enhanced flood resilience, as added co-benefits
of conservation.

It is important to note that this GIS analysis is intended as a
guiding tool rather than a definitive determination of
conservation value. Parcels located outside of the identified
top ten regions or those with lower priority may still be strong
candidates for conservation. In general, conserved land
provides ecological, recreational, and community benefits
regardless of its ranking.
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PLAN RESULTS

Land Conservation Models — Recreation Opportunities
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PLAN RESULTS

Land Conservation Models — Wildlife Habitat
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PLAN RESULTS

Land Conservation Models — Water Quality Protection
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PLAN RESULTS
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Parcels located
outside of
identified regions
or with lower
priority may still be
strong candidates
for conservation.
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