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Plan Goals
PLAN GOALS AND PROCESS

Goal description goes here

Goal description goes here

Goal description goes here

Goal description goes here

Provide a data driven framework through GIS 
analyses, inventories, and maps

Provide a metric to track progress and measure 
success

Strengthen collaboration and partnerships in 
the County

Establish a shared vision and priorities to 
make decisions

Support budgeting and funding opportunities
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Plan Process
PLAN GOALS AND PROCESS

Create FCCC to 
inform and 
guide plan 

development

Inventory of 
existing open 

space data

Create a 
prioritization 

matrix

Gather 
community 

feedback

Identify areas 
with highest 
priority to 
meet land 

protection goal

Funding 
review and 

recommendations

Combine into 
Land 

Protection 
Vision Plan

July 2025 May 2026Jan 2026
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Investing in Conservation
PLAN RESULTS
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Investing in Conservation
PLAN RESULTS

“The numbers are constantly 
changing but as of March 2026 the 
conserved acres within the County 
amounted to approximately 26,906 
acres or about 5% of the County’s 
area, of this about 4,559 acres are 
privately owned and 22,347 acres 
are publicly accessible. This has 
increased from only 1.3% 
protected just 4 years ago.” 
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Investing In Conservation – Land Cover
PLAN RESULTS

Land Cover Type 2014 (acres) 2024 (acres) Change 

Water 3,617 3,620 3 

Dev Open Space 32,366 35,521 3,155 

Dev Low Intensity 24,850 26,254 1,404 

Dev Med Intensity 7,506 8,334 828 

Dev High Intensity 2,900 3,151 251 

Barren 280 521 241 

Deciduous Forest 166 160 -6 

Evergreen Forest 80,357 80,064 -293 

Mixed Forest 866 709 -157 

Scrub 9,692 15,084 5,392 

Herbaceous 7,791 9,786 1,995 

Pasture 318 777 459 

Crops 141,120 128,563 -12,557 

Woody Wetlands 194,494 185,705 -8,789 

Emergent Wetlands 1,603 9,677 8,074 

Total 507,926 507,926 0 

 

“The largest change in land 
cover type was loss of 12,600 
acres or 10% of cropland. 
Development impacted an 
additional 5,600 acres, this was 
land that was previously 
cropland. The rest of the 
cropland shifted into scrub and 
herbaceous land cover types. 
Mature forests decreased by 
460 acres and wetlands lost 715 
acres.” 

Already Conserved Land
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Investing In Conservation
PLAN RESULTS

While in Florence County, an 
approximate 36:1 return on 
investment is seen due to 
the high value of wetland 
habitats. 

Values from “Return on Conservation: 
The Economic Value of SC’s Natural 
Infrastructure” by SCOR, OSI, and 
EcoMetrics.
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Investing in Conservation
PLAN RESULTS

In progress…estimate to reach 30% land conserved goal by 2050

• Assumptions for Conservation Easements vs Fee Simple Acquisition

• Assumption for $/acre

• Assumption for increase in $/acre over 25 years

• Comparing with an accelerated conservation scenario where a large portion 
of conservation takes place in next 10 years



8

Land Conservation Models
PLAN RESULTS
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Land Conservation Models
PLAN RESULTS

Excerpts from Land Conservation Vision Plan:
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Land Conservation Models – Recreation Opportunities
PLAN RESULTS
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Land Conservation Models – Wildlife Habitat
PLAN RESULTS
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Land Conservation Models – Water Quality Protection
PLAN RESULTS
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Land Conservation Model - Overall
PLAN RESULTS

Parcels located 
outside of 
identified regions 
or with lower 
priority may still be 
strong candidates 
for conservation. 
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