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Election Update

Policy Outlook and Hot Topics



U n d e r  A m e r i c a ’s  f o r m  o f  f e d e r a l i s m ,  t h e  i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l  

s y s t e m  i s  a b o u t  t h e  b a l a n c e,  d i v i s i o n ,  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  p o w e r  

a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a m o n g  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t

ROLE OF NACo AND AMERICA’S COUNTIES
IN OUR INTERGOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM



Franklin Co. (Ohio) Commissioner 

Kevin Boyce testifying before U.S. Senate 

Budget Committee on NACo’s Housing 

Affordability Task Force

Audrain County (MO) Presiding Commissioner 

testifying before U.S. House Transportation and 

Infrastructure Committee on the challenges in 

securing federal transportation grants

Fremont Co. (Colo.) Commissioner Dwayne 

McFall testifying on behalf of NACo before  

U.S. House Committee on Natural Resources 

Subcommittee on Federal Lands

Telling the County Story in Washington



Key Achievements for Counties in Federal Policy 

• U.S. Treasury: Secured new county 
flexibilities for remaining Recovery Funds

• FCC: New rules to address geo-routing of 
988 National Suicide Lifeline Calls

• HHS: mental health parity, suspension vs 
termination, juvenile release, etc

• FEMA Dashboard: Continuing work on 
increased transparency

• FAA: Increased funding for county airports

• Farm Bill Drafts: Key County Priorities 
Included



U.S. Treasury Revised Guidance for Obligation IFR

• U.S. Treasury Department's ARPA Update
✓Released New FAQs For SLFRF Obligation IFR

✓ Incorporated NACo's Recommendations

✓Granted Additional Flexibilities for County Investments

• NACo's Advocacy
✓Enhance use of dollars for county personnel thru Dec. 2026

✓Allow repurposing of dollars after Dec. 2024 thru Dec. 2026 for other eligible uses

✓Clarify requirements for sub recipients of county aid



Mental Health and Wellbeing

• Insurance Parity for Mental Health
✓ Contributed to the President's Executive Order ensuring parity in 

mental health insurance

• Medicaid and CHIP Coverage Expansion
✓ Short-term coverage for individuals in county jails and juvenile facilities

• 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline
✓ Implemented geo-routing for efficient crisis response



Federal Aviation Administration 
Reauthorization Act

• Increased Funding For Airports
✓ Boost in Airport Improvement Program Budget

• Streamlined Airport Project Permits

• Aviation Workforce Development
✓ New Programs for Workforce Growth
✓ South Carolina has 58 publicly owned, public-

use airports 





2024 Federal Election Update



2024 Election Update

• U.S. Senate: 
o 34 seats up for election (23 D, 11 R)
o Toss-up rated races: Mont., Nev. & Ohio
o Closely watched: Ariz., Fla., Mich., Pa., Tx. & Wisc.

• U.S. House: 
o All  435 seats up
o Current 218-213 Republican majority 
o 50 open seats due to retirements/other races
o Redistricting in some states may impact outcomes 



2024 Election Update

• Presidential Race in Flux: Trump vs Harris
o Tight race with key swing states (AZ, GA, MI, NV, NC, PA, WI) 

• Down Ballot Impact on Congress, States & Locals
o Control for U.S. Senate and House
o 11 Gubernatorial races (8 R & 3 D incumbents)
o Super majorities and governing control of state legislatures
o 126 statewide ballot measures across 36 states, including high-

profile issues like abortion, cannabis, immigration, and taxes 



Federal Policy Outlook:
On the Horizon for 2025



Outlook for Fall 2024
• FY2025 Appropriations

o Direct Federal Investment in Counties

• Farm Bill Reauthorization
o Continued Focus on County Farm Bill Priorities

• Affordable Housing and Homelessness
o Initiatives to Address Housing Affordability and Homelessness Issues

• Behavioral Health and Criminal Justice Reforms
o Reforms Aimed at Improving Mental Health & Justice Practices, through The SUPPORT Act



NACo FY2025 

Appropriation 

Priorities

• Rural communities and vulnerable populations
• Economic growth with housing, nutrition, and facilities

Community Support 
and Development

• Disaster relief, firefighting and emergency preparedness
• Public safety with law enforcement grants

Public Safety and 
Emergency 

Management

• Transportation, water and broadband
• Energy, natural resources and wildfire prevention

Infrastructure and 
Environment

• Behavioral health and human services
• Child welfare and healthcare workforce development

Health and Human 
Services



Secure Rural Schools 
(SRS) Reauthorization

• Program at high risk for lapse of 
reauthorization and future years of funding

• Urgent congressional action is needed 
before FY2025 payment cycle

• 742 eligible counties, focused on counties 
formerly dependent on federal timber sales

• Also need real commitment from federal 
partners re: active forest management & 
Old Growth Amendment reforms



H O W  M U C H  S R S  

M O N E Y  D O E S  

YO U R  C O U N T Y 

R E C E I VE ?



Secure Rural Schools 
(SRS) Reauthorization

•South Carolina received $1.6 million in SRS 
payments for FY 2023 

•30.4% of South Carolina counties have U.S. 
Forest Service land 

•Without SRS reauthorization, South Carolina 
counties could face a 7.6% reduction in 
payments 







Outlook 2025:
Local, State and Federal Budget Trends

• Revenue Decline in Several 
States Post-Growth Period

• Uncertainty About Non-
Defense Discretionary 
Federal Funding

• Unequal Growth in 
America’s Counties



2025 Policy Outlook: 
Debate over Expiration, Extension & Reforms 

of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act

• Expiration of TCJA Provisions

• Changes to Tax Rates

• SALT Deduction Cap

• Impact on County Finances & Bonds



Policy Outlook: 

Other Tax 

Considerations 

for 2024 & 2025 

Child Tax Credit

Standard Deduction Changes

Potential Impact on County Revenues





Outlook 2025: GenAI Policy
• Impact on Local Government Operations

o Best Practices for AI Adoption

• State-level AI Policy
o Emergence of AI-specific regulations at the state level

• Washington DC is Active
o Hearings, Task Forces, Legislation, Summits

• County Participation in State Commissions
o Need for county representatives in state AI commissions



Election Integrity and Worker Safety

• Achieved: Enhancing HAVA Grant Funding

✓ Secured funding & tracking direct sub-allocation 

• Ongoing: Pushing for Increased Funding and Flexibility

o Providing new tools, funding and support for 
county and local election officials

o Advocating for passage of the Election Worker 
Protection Act in the U.S. Senate



Outlook 2025:
Energy, Environment and Land Use 

• Preparing for increased power 
demand from AI computing and EVs

• Renewable energy and land use 
debates

• Legal challenges to EPA regulations 
on PFAS standards





Outlook 2025: SCOTUS



• South Carolina counties have 
constitutional home rule

• Key services counties must 
provide (e.g., roads, bridges, 
child welfare) and can 
provide (e.g., zoning, public 
safety)







Wrap-up: Key Policy Initiatives
• Farm Bill Reauthorization

o Opportunity to pass key ag, conservation, forest health, nutrition and rural development priorities 

• Secure Rural Schools (SRS) Reauthorization
o Urgent action is needed to reauthorize and secure future funding for more than 700 eligible counties

• Affordable Connectivity Program 
o Without the continuation of ACP our residents won’t be able to benefit from leaps forward in technology

• Mental Health
o Continued focus on community wellness

• Election Funding and Flexibility
o Need for election funding and flexibility in administration



Delivering the Latest Federal Policy News and Resources
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