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“The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural 
and cultural resources and values of the national park 
system for the enjoyment, education and inspiration of this 
and future generations.  

NPS Mission

The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the 
benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and 
outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.”
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“The Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program 
implements the natural resource conservation and 
outdoor recreation mission of the National Park Service 
in communities across America.”

RTCA Mission



NP
S 

Ri
ve

rs
, T

ra
ils

, a
nd

 
Co

ns
er

va
tio

n 
As

sis
ta

nc
e 

Pr
og

ra
m

• A community assistance arm of the National Park Service.
• We support community-led conservation & outdoor 

recreation projects.
• Provide expertise & experience from around the nation.
• Offer free technical planning assistance through an 

application process.
• We are working in rural, suburban and urban communities.

Who we are -
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• Nature-based recreation development
• Conservation projects
• Greenways and Trail Development or Enhancement
• River Restoration and Watershed Planning
• Recreational Access or Water Trails
• Open Space Preservation or Planning
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RTCA is invited by 
communities and 
community partners to 
assist with conservation & 
recreation partnerships
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RTCA Goal:
Empower people to conserve their natural resources 
and create outdoor recreation opportunities
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Technical Planning 
• Overall Project Planning, Design or Management
• Resource Assessment
• Planning 
• Community Organizing
• Visioning
• Project Branding / Marketing
• Strategic Planning

“Building Partnerships for Project
Implementation”
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• Project Outreach
• Organizational Development
• Partnership Development
• Public Involvement
• Identify Funding Sources

“Seek a Common Vision
For Conservation &
Outdoor Recreation Goals”
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your project?

Bring the credibility of the 
National Park Service 

to your project

Engage local 
communities 

through public 
outreach strategies

Identify sources for funding 
and assist in making your 
project more “fundable”

Assist building project  
partnerships

Provide expertise to support the planning of greenway and water 
trail projects and land conservation opportunities
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Deadline for Project 
Applications is March 1st

Consultation?

Project?

www.nps.gov/rtca

Short Term Assistance : 1 or 2 months

Long Term Assistance : 1 year

or
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Past SC Projects

• Waccamaw River Blueway
• Waccamaw River National Water 

Trail Designation
• Revolutionary River Trail (NRT; 

NWT Designation
• Laurens County Greenways / 

Blueways Master Plan
• Florence County Trails Plan
• Palmetto Trail Extension
• Spartanburg Blueways
• Duncan Park Revitalization Plan
• Kings Mt. Gateway Trail Extension
• Berkley County Blueways Plan
• Edisto River Water Trail
• East Coast Greenway (SC)
• Catawba Indian Nation Trails Plan
• Ninety Six Regional Park Plan
• Camden Water Access / Park Plan
• Saluda River Blue Trail / ADA Access

2023 Projects

• Lake City Blueway
• Lincolnville Historic Park Plan
• River to River – Palmetto 

Trail Connection (Broad River 
to Wateree River) 
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A network of parks, rivers, trials, greenways 
and open spaces that promote quality of life 
and link people to their natural and cultural 

heritage.
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How Can We Help?
Bill Lane

Atlanta Regional Office / SC State Project Manager

Bill_lane@nps.gov

www.nps.gov/rtca
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Bill Lane
National Park Service 

Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program
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