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NPS Mission

“The National Park Service preserves unimpaired the natural
and cultural resources and values of the national park
system for the enjoyment, education and inspiration of this
and future generations.

The Park Service cooperates with partners to extend the
benefits of natural and cultural resource conservation and
outdoor recreation throughout this country and the world.”
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RTCA Mission

“The Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program
implements the natural resource conservation and
outdoor recreation mission of the National Park Service
in communities across America.”
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Who we are -

A community assistance arm of the National Park Service.

We support community-led conservation & outdoor
recreation projects.

Provide expertise & experience from around the nation.

Offer free technical planning assistance through an
application process.

We are working in rural, suburban and urban communities.

NP5 Rivers, Tralls, and Consarvation
Assktance Program Offlees
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Types of Projects

Nature-based recreation development
Conservation projects

Greenways and Trail Development or Enhancement
River Restoration and Watershed Planning
Recreational Access or Water Trails

Open Space Preservation or Planning

Conservation Assistance Program

NPS Rivers, Trails, and
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Serving Communities

= RTCA is invited by

~ communities and

= community partners to

2 assist with conservation &
recreation partnerships
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Supporting Community-Led
Projects

Conservation Assistance Program

NPS Rivers, Trails, and

RTCA Goal:

Empower people to conserve their natura/ resources
and create outdoor recreation opportunities



Types of Assistance

Technical Planning
« Overall Project Planning, Design or Management

« Resource Assessment
« Planning

« Community Organizing
 Visioning

* Project Branding / Marketing
 Strategic Planning
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"Building Partnerships for Project
Implementation”
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Types of Assistance

e Project Outreach

e Organizational Development
e Partnership Development

e Public Involvement

e Identify Funding Sources

"Seek a Common Vision
For Conservation &
Outdoor Recreation Goals”
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Creating Recreational, Ecological,
and Social Connections
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Promoting Healthy Recreation
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Southeast Projects

U.S. Department of the Interior _g

Southeast Region R

=2

National Park Service

ivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program - FY 201

.Bluegrass Bike Hike Horseback Water Trails Alliance
® \inchester-Clark County Trail Plan

Cave County Trails'
) Three Corners Regional Trails
Boone Traceg
Land between the|Lakes Water Trail Initiative@ North Carolina Smoky Mountain Blueways

Loudon County Greenways

Meigs County Water TraiT. iy

Hiwassee River Blueway ® C Regi | Bl ys Plan

. Laurens County Greenways ® Camden Lagoon Master Plan . ;
Ninety Six Gateway Park and Greenway Systen g ° ® East Coast Trail Expansion Plan (NC)

South Carolina Revolutionary Rivers.Trail
o .Edisto River Recreational Management Plan

Mississippi River Connections Collaborative ®
@ Ebenezer Crossing Development Plan

b Village of Eden Strategic Plan . .
McQueen'’s Island Trail Project

[

Clinton Trails Master Plan

Leakesville Blueway
e

PV G
Africatown Connections @ reenway

& Preserve Initiative
&

Summer Haven River Restoration Project

o Wekiva Wild and Scenic River

RTCA Office

NPS Park Unit/ RTCA Project
New FY 2017 RTCA Projects
Existing/Continuing RTCA Project
Groundwork Projects




What can the RTCA Program do for
your project?

Bring the credibility of the Engage local

National Park Service tﬁ?&?ﬁ?ﬁfﬁc
to your project :
your pro] outreach strategies

Identify sources for funding
and assist in making your
project more “fundable”

Assist building project
partnerships
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Provide expertise to support the planning of greenway and water
trail projects and land conservation opportunities




Requesting Assistance

U3 Deaarmant of the Insiar

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program  [efienst Par senee @

Application Guidelines

About the Program o Onsu Itatiﬂn ?

THE Rationa Park Seive (MRS rariayes sanie i oo nat cn's nios cistaric sites, soenic rescoarces.
& critizal nasural ¢ weas NPS abo prov des assistace te eczlly-2d natural -ess.nce consenelion
2nd auteecr receat an progcls Dreagh e w Tea s, ot Congerualion A slane (ATCAY
Frrgrar. RTC& it warein urban, ural, and subi, -5~ aemmunities to -els 3ppic 15 soserae - n

rivare, prese~ve natural 3eas, ane dzealop trais a1d 3 reenweys. Cur staff halp ona varety of O rt e rI I I SS I Sta n Ce O r I I I O nt S
WA P4 TR S i and ulenr renssion e s in aiding i - bk, sing o u

Purcasa rails, qrenways, water trails (2l ca ed bluzays!, ther cordor cosanation, lano
protectan, ana park alaining.

RTCA staff ~elp w1 g tnerdilpouilz ing 16 a<mewe 2370 s, guels, hioagh organizat chal
dee opmen:, amassing i rzs, devmeping concept plare, poblic scuczidar an: pardrztior,
21d dewvify 1 sazemial sources of fndi-g. The projec: ezplicant mey e & e o7 kel aganzy,
wribe, ren-profiz organizat on, or e iz r2Jp. ol pac=cins, nclua ng the Matianal Aark
Sarvice, ray spphe or'y 1 collaboat cn witn @ acn-faderal pamner. RTCA does not provide
“inancial zssistanes b3 suppar: proecl inp 2incresin

£ppleanis shoud sisss e el w el RTCA steAl Bebore 4ppamy i essisenr e, 1 ean e
heplu -2 sthedulz ar 3dwarae fizld visi: by aur steff 1o best unzerstand howe B3 can be of

st slanse

Phire: return your @emplzed asplicosior te tre Frogram SfaToge-for the rag on 1 whic~ your
project is koate: farmation s @ aboe ureer “CanEc Us® on ou- website.

ko roniact Cgtie Sanan, P RTCA Pogram Meazge- a7 202-2534-3900 or
E T

Frr ‘urther information oout RTCS ane tre wore we are do =g arcand he sourtywith nearly
300 CoMIPUI Les, pease vsil . Falienal v sive ot [ L Senv, Ui,

G Project?

Flease inake appl anens o el lenea p 10 N5E han 3 CLTEr V11 o FTO8
pages, sae attzaed App Coton Form, Ao cans s i Prow e prys e _onnecums SITEng resmarcas:
B3 Uaed accerd.sg e e o conrg e

+. The peiect s spraiic, 0 Anz poticer poak ad . han MRS 2-ea andir conrzct 2o ki arezst,
£l apertes in 2 nea o

et W, Sonen f gpoT sEne o

Long Term Assistance : 1 year

B

Ihe pecject protects o improves o
TESGUICES 37 207 31085 GUIERCT Tec eal

3 DGNINE 15iars oF proac. pat~es a%
s el e -deingd

el ol Leas s

il e e th

e A ard b
o0 vz, Hativnal Trails 21

o

Thee and cipicvs: v L B08 ~ b and epproprine
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www.nps.govirtca 11 RTCA Appllcatien

Deadline for Project
WWW.Nps.gov/rtca Applications is March 1st




RTCA Projects

Past SC Projects

2023 Projects

e Waccamaw River Blueway

e Berkley County Blueways Plan

o Edisto River Water Trail

o East Coast Greenway (SC)

e Catawba Indian Nation Trails Plan

e Ninety Six Regional Park Plan

e Camden Water Access / Park Plan

e Saluda River Blue Trail / ADA Access

Conservation Assistance Program

-8 e Waccamaw River National Water i
O Trail Designation e Lake City Blueway
~ * Revolutionary River Trail (NRT; e Lincolnville Historic Park Plan
1Y) NWT Designation Ri Ri Pal
© e Laurens County Greenways / * ver to iver—=Fra metto .
sl_- Blueways Master Plan Trail Connection (Broad River
- e Florence County Trails Plan to Wateree River)
0 e Palmetto Trail Extension
) e Spartanburg Blueways i ;3_
= e Duncan Park Revitalization Plan S | F#
(a4 e Kings Mt. Gateway Trail Extension 71%‘ d o
ol
=




RTCA Vision

A network of parks, rivers, trials, greenways

and open spaces that promote quality of life

and link people to their natural and cultural
heritage.
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Let's Make the Connections

How Can We Help?

Bill Lane
Atlanta Regional Office / SC State Project Manager

Bill_lane@nps.gov

WWW.Nps.gov/rtca
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Thank You

Bill Lane
National Park Service

Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program
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