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STAFF DEVELOPED PROPOSAL



CHANGES IN STATE LAW

In September of 2020, the General
Assembly passed the Broadband
Accessibility Act which authorized electric
cooperatives to invest in or deploy
broadband facilities and allowed for utilizing
electric easements to provide broadband
services, especially existing overhead or
underground facilities.



FINDING THE RIGHT ISP



COUNTY COUNCIL SUPPORT



MAKING PROGRESS

Upcountry Fiber 
is on track to 
install fiber in 
Box 8 by 
September 2021, 
solving the issue 
of access for 
over 1/3 of all 
residents in 
Pickens County 
with no internet. 
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“We now have a local cooperative willing to provide broadband
throughout the county, with Pickens County providing incentives to
ensure they build to our families quickly. What looked like a 7-year
project is becoming a 2-3-year project, all due to the strong support
of Pickens County.”

- Barbara J. Nesbitt, PhD
Assistant Superintendent for Technology Services   



Fiber installation is currently underway in Pickens County!
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