
Municipal Arrestees Housed in County Jails

County

Does your county charge 
municipalities for housing 
their arrestees in your 
detention center? 

How much do you 
charge to house 
municipal arrestees? 

How did you 
determine the charge 
to house municipal 
arrestees?  What is 
the fee structure? 

Is your county's detention 
center operated under the 
Sheriff or is it operated as 
separate department under 
the county council? 

Does your budget 
reflect revenues and 
expenses for municipal 
arrestees versus other 
county detainees?  

Comments/suggestions for a 
county considering charges 
for muncipal prisoners

Aiken No

It has been talked about 
informally but never actually 
taken up by council.

Anderson No

Bamberg Yes 16.00 per day agreement w/ cities

Detention Center is operated 
as a separate department 
under county council. no

Barnwell Yes

$12.00 for the first day 
and $18.00 every day 
after until sentencing

Detention Center is operated 
as a separate department 
under county council. no.

OUr county needs to charge 
more per inmate

Charleston No
Colleton No
Darlington No

Florence Yes
$36.00 per day per 
inmate

Municipalities - $36.00  
Others - $52.00  Federal 
based on contract

Detention Center is operated 
under the Sheriff.

Georgetown Yes

Greenville Yes

The daily rate is 
$50.32; however, we 
charge by the hour 
($50.32 / 24) to 
encourage a speeder 
release.

The initial fee was set 
many years ago and is 
increased annually by 
any increase to the CPI 
for the preceeding year.

Detention Center is operated 
as a separate department 
under county council.

The County budget 
projects the municipal 
payment as a separate 
revenue in the general 
fund.

An hourly charge encourages 
faster release times by 
municipalities.  In addition, when 
an inmate has multiple charges 
with a combination of high court 
charges with municipal charges, 
you should consider pro-rating 
the hourly fee and charge a fee 
for the municipal charge until it is 
dismissed or otherwise resolved.

Hampton No

Horry Yes

$8.75 per quarter of a 
day totaling $35.00 per 
day

An agreement made 
several years ago by a 
former county 
administrator.  It does 
not reflect our current 
actual daily housing 
costs.

Detention Center is operated 
under the Sheriff.

We pay municipalities for 
housing county inmates arrested 
by county police and housed 
there temporarily until picked up 
by the transport vans.

Japser No



Kershaw Yes

 $21.55 per prisoner 
for same day release ; 
$43.10 per prisoner 
per day for overnight 
stays. The revenue 
budget for the 2007-
2008 fiscal year for 
housing city prisoners 
is $50,000.00.

Fee structure was 
determined in 2001 
based upon the US 
Marshal Service formula 
and through joint 
cooperation between 
the county and 
municipalities to come 
to a mutually acceptable 
charge structure. 

Detention Center is operated 
as a separate department 
under county council.

No. The county has a 
separate budget line for 
the revenue generated 
from housing city 
prisoners, but no 
separation on the 
expenditure side.

There are many issues involved 
in charging municipalities for the 
housing of city prisoners. Before 
the process is started, you will 
need to have answers to the 
inevitable questions that will be 
presented by the municipalities 
concerning its residents already 
paying for detention services 
through the county taxes they 
already pay every year.

Lancaster

No, but the city reimburses us for 
meals, takes care of their 
inmates medical expenses, and 
pays us $1,000 per year. The county charges only 

Laurens Yes $20 per day

for the housing of 
inmates who are 
incarcerated for 
municipal charges(i.e., 
drunk and disorderly, 
disturbing the peace.) 
The county does not 
charge for inmates 
charged with mores 
serious crimes refereds 
to General Sessions 
Court.

Detention Center is operated 
under the Sheriff.

Newberry No
Oconee No

Pickens Yes $12.00 per day
Detention Center is operated 
under the Sheriff.

Richland Yes
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