











b.

This inquiry is addressed to the chair or to another member through the chair, for information

Point of Information

relevant to the business at hand, but not related to parliamentary procedure.

C.

No member of council has the right to read or have another person read from any papers or
books as part of that member’s debate on any matter without unanimous consent of the other
members of council. Even so, it is customary to grant leave to members to read short, pertinent

Reading of Papers

printed matter, so long as the privilege is not abused.

d.

Any Other Privilege

Comment: RONR § 33 refers. RONR § 33 differs from this paragraph in that
there is no requirement for leave to modify or withdraw a motion, as this prerogative
is already granted by Model Rule 12.

Together, these Requests and Inquiries have the following characteristics
which are universally shared unless otherwise indicated:

1.

They all take precedence over any motion they are connected with and
may be made at anytime no other business is pending. They yield to all
privileged motions and other incidental motions;

. No subsidiary motion can be applied to them,;

Unlike RONR, the Parliamentary Inquiry and Point of Information are the
only requests or inquiries that can interrupt a member who has the floor;

None are debatable or amendable;
No vote is taken on Parliamentary Inquiries or Points of Information;

majority vote is required to pass the others, except that Reading of Papers
requires unanimous consent.

Comment - Recap of Incidental Motions: The following characteristics
apply to each of the incidental motions regarding whether it can be amended, debated
or reconsidered and what is required for passage:

22



Motion to . .. Amend Debate Rec Vote
Point of Order No No No Note 1
Appeal No Yes Yes Note 2
Suspend the Rules No No No Majority
Divide the Question Yes No No Majority
Consider by {/by § Yes No No Majority
Requests & Inquiries No No No Note 3

Notes: 1. Generally ruled on by the chair; no vote is taken unless the chair is in
doubt or an appeal is taken;
2. Majority or tie vote sustains the chair; chair can vote to create a tie to
defeat an appeal;
3. No vote is taken on a Parliamentary Inquiry or a Point of information;
other requests require a majority vote, although they are often granted by
unanimous consent; Reading of Papers requires unanimous consent.

Model Rule 17. Recall Motions.

Two recall motions allow issues to be brought back to the county council as a body, that have
been previously disposed of or assigned to a committee.

Comment: RONR refers to recall motions as “Motions That Bring a Question
Again Before the Assembly,” and discusses them in detail in Chapter IX (§§ 34
through 37). Two of the motions discussed in RONR (Motion to Reconsider and
Motion to Amend Something Previously Adopted), do not lend themselves to the type
of deliberation done by legislative bodies and, of these two, only the Motion to
Reconsider was adopted by the Model Rules. Two other motions (Motion to Take
from the Table and Motion to Discharge a Committee), are combined in a single
Motion to Recall from the Table/Motion to Recall from Committee. These motions
are discussed in RONR §§ 34 and 36, respectively.

The problem with the Motion to Reconsider and the Motion to Amend
Something Previously Adopted is that ordinances and resolutions passed by county
council become effective without referral to another chamber or to an executive
branch for signature. Neither of these motions can be used to reconsider or amend
an ordinance or resolution that has become effective. If it is the will of county
council to reconsider or amend an ordinance or resolution previously passed, the
proper procedure is to pass another ordinance or resolution. The Motion to
Reconsider was retained because it has a narrow window in which it can be raised.
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The Motion to Reconsider is discussed in RONR § 37; the Motion to Amend
Something Previously Adopted is discussed in RONR § 35.

1. Motion to Reconsider.

The motion to reconsider allows county council to debate whether or not to overturn a
decision made at the meeting that is in progress or at the immediately preceding meeting; provided,
however, that third reading to an ordinance may be reconsidered only at the same meeting in which
the third reading was adopted. Furthermore, if the matter to be reconsidered was the adoption of a
resolution that has already been published or acted upon, the motion is out or order. The Motion to
Reconsider allows county council to consider new information that may affect the decision that has
already been made. Any council member who voted on the prevailing side can make a Motion to
Reconsider. The motion is debatable if the matter to be reconsidered is debatable, but it cannot be
amended. A majority vote is required for the motion to pass. The Motion to Reconsider, itself,
cannot be reconsidered. Ifthe Motion to Reconsider is agreed to, the original decision will be voided
and the county council will return to debate and vote again on the original motion.

Subject to the time restriction indicated above, the Motion to Reconsider can be made at
anytime, taking precedence over any other motion and yielding to nothing. The Motion to
Reconsider is out of order when another person has the floor. Once the Motion to Reconsider is
made, the consideration of the motion takes the priority of the motion to be reconsidered, but has
precedence over any new motion of equal rank. A Motion to Reconsider temporarily suspends any
action growing out of the motion to be reconsidered. If the Motion to Reconsider is made but not
considered immediately, any member can call up the motion by bringing it to the attention of council
at anytime consideration of the motion would be in order.

Comment: RONR § 37 refers. The unusually high precedence of this motion
grows out of the short window of opportunity to raise the issue. Once the motion is
made, its consideration reverts to a much lower precedence, with the fate of the
underlying issue being held in abeyance until the Motion to Reconsider can be
decided.

2. Motion to Recall from the Table/Motion to Recall from Committee.

The Motions to Recall from the Table and to Recall from Committee allow the county council
to consider a question that has been laid on the table or that has been assigned but not yet reported
out of committee. These motions take precedence over nothing and must be made when no other
business is pending. The motions are not debatable or amendable. A tabled motion that is not
recalled by the close of the meeting, following the meeting in which it was tabled, is dead. A
majority vote is required for passage of either motion.

Comment: This is actually two motions in one, taking the place of the
following motions listed in RONR: Take from the Table (RONR § 34) and Discharge
a Committee (RONR § 36). As discussed in Model Rule 15, The Motion to Lay on
the Table provides a means of temporarily postponing consideration of a matter, so
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that something of greater urgency can be discussed. This motion allows county
council to recall the matter previously tabled for further consideration. Similarly, the
Motion to Recall from Committee can bring a matter previously assigned to a
committee back to the full council for discussion or assignment to a different
committee.

This motion is referred to as a “Motion to Recall from the Table” or a
“Motion to Recall from Committee,” depending on the circumstances.

Comment: Recap of Recall Motions: The following characteristics apply
to both of the recall motions regarding whether they can be amended, debated,
reconsidered and what is required for passage:

Motionto . . . Amend Debate Rec. Vote
Reconsider No Note 1 No Majority
Recall from Table/Comm Note 2 Note 2 Note 2 Majority

Note 1. The motion is debatable if the matter to be reconsidered is debatable. If
debatable, this motion opens debate on the merits of the matter to be
reconsidered.

2. Ifthe motion is to recall a motion or proposed ordinance/resolution from
the table, it cannot be amended, debated or reconsidered. If the motion
is to recall a motion or proposed ordinance/resolution from a committee,
it can be amended or debated, but only a negative vote can be
reconsidered.
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Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (as authority), 3
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