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Conferences

SCAC provides many opportunities for
county officials to meet and learn, among
them:

Mid-Year  Conference — Held in late
winter in Columbia, this conference enables
all county officials to become better
informed about the Association’s legislative
program.  The Association also hosts a
reception for all members of the legislature
during this conference.

Annual Conference — Held in August,
this conference is open to all elected and
appointed officials. The conference includes
a business session, general session,
workshops, group meetings, and exhibits of
county products and services.

Legislative Conference — Held in
December, this conference allows members
of the Legislative Committee to discuss and
adopt a legislative program for the upcoming
year. The committee is composed of each
counci l  chai rman along wi th the
Association’s Board of Directors.

Education

The Association, in cooperation with the
Institute of Public Affairs at the University
of South Carolina and The Strom Thurmond
Institute at Clemson University, conducts an
Institute of Government (Levels I, II, and
Advanced) for County Officials.  This
certificate program helps county officials
enhance their skills and abilities. Courses are
offered at the Annual and Mid-Year
Conferences and at the County Council
Coalition Meeting in the fall.

SCAC sponsors a number of workshops
throughout the year on specific issues and
works with the S. C. ETV Network to
provide teleconference training opportunities
to county employees.  The Association has
prepared an educational video entitled South
Carolina Counties: Government that Works!

Financial Services

SCAC offers a number of financial
services to its member counties. SCAC
sponsors two self-funded insurance trusts,
designed specifically to meet the needs and
requirements of local government agencies,
including the Workers© Compensation Trust
and the Property and Liability Trust.  In
cooperation with the National Association of
Counties Financial Services Center, SCAC
is now offering purchase cooperative
agreements with Office Depot.

Legal Assistance

SCAC provides legal assistance to
county governments by rendering legal
opinions, preparing amicus briefs, drafting
ordinances, and consulting with other county
officials.  The Association provides support
to counties involved in litigation which
might affect other counties.  It also sponsors
the Local Government Attorneys’   Institute
which provides six hours of continuing legal
education for local government attorneys.

Legislative Information

The S. C. General Assembly convenes
each January in Columbia and adjourns sine
die in June.  One in every four bills
introduced affects county governments.
SCAC monitors each bill as it is introduced
and keeps its members up-to-date on all
legislative activity with a weekly Friday
Report. The Association also dispatches
Legislative Action Alerts and  publishes Acts
that Affect Counties.

Public Information

SCAC publishes an annual Directory of
County Officials listing addresses and
telephone numbers of county offices and
their elected and appointed officials.  The
Association also publishes Carolina
Counties newsletter five times a year to keep

the Association’ s membership informed
about legislation and various county news.
County Focus magazine is published four
times a year and features articles on county
trends, innovations and other subjects of
interest to county officials and includes a
section called County Update.

Research &  Technical Assistance

SCAC provides research and technical
assistance in many areas to those counties
which request it.  The Association staff
annually responds to hundreds of inquiries
from county officials ranging from simple
requests for a sample ordinance to more
complex questions requiring considerable
research. The Association also develops
technical research bulletins and conducts
surveys on a variety of subjects.  Regular
publications such as the Annual Wage and
Salary Report, Acts That Affect Counties,
Home Rule Handbook, Handbook for
South Carolina County Officials, and Case
Law Affecting Local Government are made
available to county officials. 

In 1997, SCAC launched its website,
http://www.sccounties.org.  The site
provides county officials with the latest
information on SCAC programs, services,
and meetings as well as legislative
information, research and survey results, and
links to other local government resources.

Setoff Debt Program

Counties are able to collect delinquent
emergency medical services debts,
magistrate and family court fines, hospital
debts, as well as other fees owed to the
counties through SCAC’s Setoff Debt
Collection Program. Debts are submitted
through the Association to the S. C.
Department of Revenue to be matched with
income tax refunds. The debt is deducted
from a refund and returned through SCAC to
the claimant.
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